
Minutes of Neighbourhood Planning committee held on Wednesday 5th June 2019  

Attendance:  

Nick Acklam – Chair  Present  
Charlotte Cane   Not Present 
Penny Greenhill   Present  
Jo Riches    Present  
Sarah Phipps-Rhodes  Present  
Catherine Gibson   Not Present  
Diana Ward    Present 
Jon Dunnett   Present  

Apologies for absence - received and approved 

AGENDA 

Apologies for absence. 

1.  Minutes of the last meeting (22 May 2019) – all approved as 
read  

2.   Outstanding actions not otherwise covered on the Agenda 

There were none.  

3.   Reach NP Launch Events 16 and 17 June.  Review of 
preparations 



Jo explained that the posters for the event are done and up around the 
village. The flyers have been printed and she was due to deliver through 
letterboxes later this week. Jo also explained that she had posted on 
the village facebook page and sent an email to David Parr to circulate to 
the village.  Jo also mentioned that the cost of the posters was £30.00 
and accepted in the budget. 
Nick explained that on the 16th he will do a quick introduction. There will 
also be a giant map on the floor (he was due to go to Burwell print later 
in the week) for people to interact with and scrawl on. Catherine was 
looking after supplies for the children’s activities. Nick has put together 
a slide show of images of Reach from the past.  
Regarding food and drink, it was agreed that we would cater for 75 
people and aim to deliver that 12-1.30 pm. There was also the sugges-
tion of tea and cake for later on in the afternoon. Matt from the pub had 
offered to supply/source the food and alcohol, the group agreed that this 
could be putting a lot of pressure on him and mentioned that just organ-
ising the drink through him would be a lot easier.  
Nick advised that we could also get some laminated sheets (size A0) to 
use at whiteboards around the room for villagers to write on. These 
could have sub-headings that reflected how we as a Group though the 
Plan should be structured. The headings as per our work streams were 
agreed as: 
Housing 
Zones of separation  
Recreation  
Historic Assets  
Landscape features 
Environmental Conservation 
Green Energy Schemes 
Transport  
Workstream leads agreed to spend time by their particular 
whiteboard(s) to answer questions and encourage villagers to give their 
views.  We needed to be alert to ideas and ways of organising the Plan 
from the village that we ourselves had missed. 
Jo mentioned that we still need to get, white tac, white board pens and 
post it notes. Catherine is sorting the washing line.  
He also explained that the National Trust are going to be there however 
the Warden trust cannot make it.  
Nick explained that the walk on the 17th is all set and Steve and Charles 
have gone through the route.   



4. Consultancy support to the project 

Nick explained how we ideally need a town planning consultant to guide 
the group on how much work there is still to undertake and building on 
extended expertise. Ideally this needs to be done asap. There has been 
lots of work done on the evidence gathering but the Group now needed 
someone to help the group pull everything together especially as much 
more material would come in as we actively engaged the village from 
Launch onwards.  Jo explained that the group really do need to start lis-
tening to the concerns of the villagers. 
It was mentioned that it would be good to consider other types of con-
sultant for example those specialising in landscape or environmental 
assessment.  However the list of all such consultants with proven local 
track records is short.  One of the few, Ian Poole, has agreed to present 
and chat to the Group at no charge and without pre-condition.  The 
Group agreed that we would take up Ian’s offer. Action Nick to invite 
Ian Poole to a meeting on the 17th  of July.  

4.  Skills Audit – not completed due to absence of Charlotte.  

5.  Updates from work stream leads 
Diana explained that she would like clarification on how in depth each 
member should be going on their sub projects. Diana had been writing 
an outline document that could almost be viewed as an appendix. Nick 
advised that whilst detailed evidence is important to a successful Plan, 
he did not know exactly how much was required and reiterated that we 
needed a consultant to advise the group on this and on the necessity to 
develop evidence on issues that would otherwise have been tackled by 
ECDC through the LP 2018 process eg, environmental assessments. 
Diana said  that the the group will need to look into habitats regulations 
assessment.Diana agreed that she will broadly collate all her back-
ground information and stop, Nick agreed this was a sensible 
approach..  



Jo mentioned that following on from the 8th of May where there was a 
talking on energy and heating schemes, between Jo, Tony and Jon, 
there were going to be further investigations with CCC and Emma. It 
was suggested that there was an energy consumptions survey was go-
ing to be emailed around to everyone that had given their email address 
at the talk that happened on the 8th of May. This was also going to be 
circulated in the village magazine. Jo explained that the survey is ( 8 
questions) about what type of energy villagers use. From the answers, 
this will give Tony a starting point to have other discussions. At the mo-
ment, Jo and Tony are looking after the survey for people who came to 
the meeting. Once Tony has received the findings/answers he would 
then like to chair a sub group. Jo explained that she would report back 
on how this goes and whether energy systems needs to be a stand 
alone project.  
Penny explained that she is continuing her workstream on the Arch and 
speaking to villagers on their thoughts. The question was raised if 
something should be put on social media (facebook) about the Arch. It 
was decided that the group should raise it at the launch event on the 
16th June and see how the village responded.  
Nick said that the loss of the local plan (2018) took away an important 
planning policy statement from ECDC about preserving the individual 
character of the settlements in East Cambs.  We needed to make sure 
that our NP put focus on the key elements of Reach  that gave it its 
identity, for example the Hythe, the Dyke and of course the Arch. Nick 
also explained that the walk on Monday 17th, hosted by Steve and 
Charles should emphasise such assets too.  
Nick also reported that he’d been taking pictures of key landscape 
views around the village.The protection of views was of growing signifi-
cance in the planning process.  He drew the Group’s attention to Alison 
Farmer’s (a possible consultant candidate) landscape appraisal work 
that had  been central to the rejection of a very large housing develop-
ment in Burwell.  

6.  AOB  - none  

7.  Dates of Future Meetings – 19th June 2019 where the group will 
discuss the event, then 17 July 2019. 

If you have any enquiries regarding this Agenda please contact Nick 
Acklam, Chair of the Project Group on 01638 743749 or email 
acklam@reach-village.co.uk
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